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triumph. Finally the day wherein any of Gods emi- 
nent and faithfull ſervants. are. ſnatch't away by- 


death; Iris not many dayes ſince there was ſuch - 


24 


a day amongſt us; aridof ſuch a day my Text ſpeaks 
of; and the want ®f a due ſence and ſorraw , and 
Mourning when ſuch a day comes, is that which 


- the-Prophet bemoans in-the words: of my Texs, 


The rightous periſheth CG 10 1m4an layath 1tto heart, &c. 
'This:Textis a ſorrowfull and doleſull complaint 


in every part and clauſe of it, and looketh 2. wayes. . 


1. Upon the good, and bemoans their miſery. 


: 2.Upon the wicked;and bewailestheir obſtinacy. - 


It complains of the Righteous, that their-perſons 
arc deſtroy'd.It complains of the wicked, that their 


hearts are hardned. The former complaint is pure- . 


ly from' grief , the latter is from grief mixt with 
anger; both are very vellement and feryent , witnefs 
the reiteration of the words in both parts. The 
former in three clauſes. The Righteous periſh. Mcr- 
cifull men are taken away. The Righteous are taken 
away: from the. evil to. come. *; 

.' The latterin two claules, women laying it to heart, 
one conſidering it. | In which we may ſee what an 
holy. paſſion our: holy Prophet was in; and I pray 
God grant that we may reſemble him in grief and 
ſorrow , when we heare both of the righteous, and 
of.the wicked, : | Þ | 
+ | Firſt of the;complaine the Prophet makes con- 
cemingthe Godly. - The Righteous periſh,and mer- 
cifull men are taken away. The Righteous are taken 
«May from. the evil zo come; And this complaint 
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- eoncerning the righteous you have it firftpropoun- | 


ded, and thennitigated. Firſt/its propoundedin the - 
ewo clauſes, (which are for ſubſtance and ſenſe one 
and the ſame)-The Righteous 'periſheth, and merci-. 


full nen are taken away. 


But: withall ſecondly, The complaint is in the 
latter part of the verſe, leviated & mitigated, where 
ris ſaid. The Righteous are taken aWay from the en 
fo COME. 

. Look uponthe matter of the. complaint it ſelf as 
ſet down in theſetwo clauſes, The Righteous periſh, 
and merciful men are taken away. 

Firſt, Where you have (cr before you both their 
diſpoſition and their condition. | 

T heir diſpoſition is very good. Their con-, 
dition is ſeemingly very bad, - Their pious diſpoſi- 
tion. Their miſerable condition. The CharaGters 
of the one, viz. their diſpoſition are theſe two, 
Righteous , and mercifull men. The other vis. their 
condition is ſet forth in; theſe to Characters ,. 
Periſhing ,and taking 4 ay. 

Firſt we will take the CharaQer, that ſers down 
their diſpolition. The Righteous and merciful men, 
thoſe that the Prophet bemoans ate ſaid to-be Righ- 
teous and mercifull men... T he firſt w ord is ſingular 
inthe Hebrew P'797 where Interpreters , .gloſſing 
vpon the Text, ſuppoſcitto be ſome particular per- 
ſon that the Prophet points at,and the gloſle under- 
ſtands it of Chriſt himſelf, whole paſſion he forefaw, 
and .conſequently foretells: and theſe-tirles ,moſt 
Qrialy and fully belong to him whg is.called the "af 
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aid; he offered hi fon, i 
doit; it Was therefore In nee 
ſervants of God! in as 'much'a as'x 
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4 The Mourning BusH. 
«will or fayour, they are men to whom God bearsa 
Nngular favour; an eſpecial lovez Thereis a Philan- 
'thropie which God hath toall men, and though he 
| hates the-work of their hands , -yet he-loves the 
, work of his own hands:but God here ſpeaks of a fa- 
your ahdgood will, which he hath to his ſervants, 
.and you have it fully and ſummarily ſer down inthe 
24 Plalme latter end ; » The Lord God is a Sun and 4 
. Shield, the Lord will grve grace and glory, &c. And 
according to-this conltruction it may betaken :. the 
Prophet liaiah ſpeaking of the righteous, how that 
.they are taken away by men of crueltic, .intimates 
though they arc hatcd by the wicked , they are men 
of love, in reſpet of God: whillt the world re- 
proches and reviles. them , yet Godlovesthem , 
though they periſh and are takenaway we muſt not 
think that God hates them, they are his fayorites. 
Some men think God ſhould not let the wind blow 
upon his ſervants : : but it is not that of a mother, but 
a fatherly love, with which God loves his children, 
nor was Benjamin the leſle beloved becauſe the Cup 
was found with him.The righteous they are ſtill men 
of mercy, yet Irather conceive we oughtto take it 
inthe ative ſence, they are men that love mercy and 
ſhew mercy , and to this I encline in regard of that 
,paralell place the 7. Micah. 2, The good man ts pe- 
.riſhed from off the earth, &c. So here men of mercy, 
thatis, .men-thatare praQtiſers and lovers of mercy. 
Mercyi isa condolencie of others mifery, and withall 
anendeavourto deliver themautofir, {athar there 
gs both pittie and -bountie , bowels of mercy and 
works 


- 


works of mercy, thus arighteousman is a mercifull 
man: the wiſe man joines them both together Proy. 
21.and 21:And indeed they never goc alunder. our 
Saviour hath. coupled them together ., bleſſed are 
they that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs , for 
they ſhall-be filled , then it followes bleſſed are the 
mercifull,c. The righteous have bowels of mer- 
cy,theirinwards arc troubled atthe miſerie of others, 
and hence their heads conſult which way they may 
dothem good : theliberal man deviſes charritable - 
things upon his bed, and their hearts ake for their - 
brethren, they inquire how , what:, which way , to + 
do them good, they are ſtil going out of their doores 
in mercy, their eyes behold which way they may do - 
atsofmercy, theirears liſten to their complaints ; 
and their handsAre ready torclieve; it would.be too 
much. time: ſpent to let:you fee how this ſpiritual 
Riyer.overflowes , 'by .giving -and forgiving, by 
youchfafing to our Brethren ſpiritual and corporal 
Almes, that concerne their ſouls and bodies, by re- 
mitting all thoſe injuries they do againſt us.- and thus 
itis true, theyare menof mercy as for the wicked, 
Solomon ſaith, their very mercies are cruel ;, when 
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they pretend mercy it is in crueltic, nay they ſhew 


mercy that they may be wicked , but. the righteous 
he ſhews mercy even to his beaſt ,- it runnes down 
even unto thenrt,:. and hence itis here called merci- 
fall men, ormen of mercy::. but now look-upon the + 
complaint it ſelf , and that ſects forth their ſeeming 
miſerable condition,. . 

The.- 
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3. There is a perifhing thar is common to the 
Ri ghteous with the wicked: will you know whar 
it is? Underſtand ir cither of che m cries of this life _ 
(as &. Paul faith) if 7 periſh, 7 periſh, Wharever ta- 
zard we run.orfall into, it may be tered xperifh: 
ing, or chicfly, periſhing by death, this is common 
to all: the Prophet Aichaet tels us rhe # enirerd fs 
periſhed out of the Earth; thatis he dies: when he pe- 
riſheth iris a Relativero periſhing inthis Vat: in 
this preſenit life. So whenthe Righteous dic he* pe- 
riſheth, therefore it'was that the Propher made uſe 
of this word , to let them ſee what" the wicked 
thought, that the Righteous periſheth, it is-nor ſon 
realliry , and that we might not be troubled at the 
harſhneſs of the phiraſe inthefirſt clauſe; Go onto rhe 
ſecond , Taking away. God hath given moſt ment 
bers double; two hands, two feet, two eyes, rwo 
eares, that if one faile the other may ſhpply,& | rhe 
ſpirit of God gives two-phraſes often in Scripture, 
that if the one be, obſcure, the other may make it Sin 
ſo itis here, leaſt the one ſhould be too Hard; [v2 is 
another to explain it, whe he faith, Perifhy, He meats 
onely taking away from the ſocicty of niet, that Is 
all, as we may very well read the words, the merci- 
full men are gathered, as the Hebrew will carty it, 
they periſttnot bur rather are gathered'to their Fa- 
thers, as thatexpreſſion in Eccleſreſtes, the body goes 
to the grave, andthe Soulto heaven, or tohin that 
gavC it, it is thatthey may be gathered tothe inmu- 
merable.company, of Angels, to the Fpirits ofjult, 
men made perfed, to tlie beatificalf viſion; all this'is 
B meant 
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meant inthis one expreſſon, taking away. And the 
Summe is,the Righteous ones,& the mercitull ones 
were taken away by death, periſhed from the earth. 
And lo this is true in reſpeQ ofa naturall death, the 
Rig'tcous as well as others periſh, becauſe of the 
ſame nature and conſtitution, and alſo the remain- 
ders of the ſame corruptions that are in them; there- 
fore they mult die and periſh as well as others , bur 
that which the Prophet aimes at is periſhing in a vio- 
lentſenſe, and the phraſe taken away hints as much, 
they are taken away and cut of (as 'its ſpoken of the 
Meſftas ) from the land of the living. Theſe candles 
do not go out of themſelyes for want of that which 
ſhould givethem life, but are blown out by a vio- 
lent wind; and ycry well it may be ſo, becauſe of 
their enemies, David ſaith; the wicked watch the 
Righteous, and why do they watch him, but to take 
adyantage to ſlay him, and this many times befalls 
the godly ones, and that in great wiſdome, even that 
the glory of Gods power may appeare, his powerin 
ſuſtaining and upholding them, when by death he 
brings them to himſelf, eſpecially ſtrengthning them 
in the hour of a violent death, and his power will 
appear, in raiſing of their vile bodies, that ſhall bein 
the duſt: in raiſing them, when their wile bodies ſhall 
be changed and made like the glorious body of Chri#, 
& he will have it ſo that their graces may appear, & 
that their faith may be more eminent: if God ſhould 
tranſlate them as he did E/:4h from earth to heaven, 
there would be ſomething to appear of glory , but 
nothing of ſtrength , and therefore that the faith 
and 
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and courage of his ſeryants may appear , he thus 
takes them away , and chiefly that they may be con- 
formable to Chrift,and that he may make the mem- 
bers like unto the head, and go, as he did, by a vio- 
lent death , they muſt drink of the brook and after 
lift up their heads, therefore this is ajuſt complain, 
the Righteous periſh, and mercifull men are taken away. 
The conſideration ofthis may ſerve partly to inform, 
partly to inſtru&. Firſt to inform us , That there is 
another world, and day ofjudgement , that there is 
a time wherein God will put a difference between 
the godly and the wicked, between him that ſwears, 
and him that fears an oath, between him that ſerves 
him, and him that rebells againſt him : I ſay there 
muſt be atime of retribution {or he could not bea 
Righteous and mercifull God ) when there mult be 
a recompence to godly men, you ſee howthe Righ- 

teous periſh as well asthe wicked, you ſee the ſame 
lot befalls the one, as well as the other , it aſſures us 
therefore that there is another day comming, when 
it will appear that there isa reward to the godly. 

And itſhould,ſecondly inſtru all righteous ones 
that they ſhould make uſe of this kind of death, 
for the glory of Gods name, and the good of his 
own brethren. How ſhould all of us Magi#rares, 

Miniſters and People approve our ſelves in the 
diſcharge of our duty, and eſpecially mercifull men 
by ſhewing mercy , multiplying mercy, when 
the wercifull man is taken away , then all is taken 
aWay there is no more Work, nor almes, nor mer- 


cy for us to do in the grave where we area going. 
B 2 And 
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and further it ſhould inftru& us, . that we howld: 
make uſe of,and make much ofthe Reghteons men, 
that arc in the midft ef us , becauſe they mult periſh 
and be 1akentrom us: theſe candies muſt goout., nay 
rhey may by abluſtcring wind be blown out, make 
uſe of them while you haverhem. Our Savrour bids: 
us, walk mm the light while you havethe light : fo do 
you, whilſt Gods righteous. ſervants and AMintfters 
are among(t you, make the beſt uſe of them you. 
can(as-our $4viowr taid, Ae you ſhall not have alwayes 
Wh you: lo theſe you ſhall not have alwayes with - 
you, therefore endeayourto reap all the benefit, and 
profit from them you can. Finally lct us not think 
the worſe of them becauſe they are tatex aWay , WE 
arc ready to be frighted, becauſe ofthe trouble that 
befalls them, but let us remember, that-the Righ- 
zeous Whatever trouble incompaſles them, they are. 
delivered from it by dearh, nay that taking «Way of 
theirs, is a benefit to them, forit is a taking away 
from the evil to come. And thatleads me to the other 
branch , which . mitigateth the complaint in the 
cloſe of the yerſe. 

The righteous are taken away from the evil to come. 
Taken away from theevil to come is a phraſe which 
admits of a double conftruftion , we may under- 
ftand it of being cater away from the evil to come 
upon themlelyes, they are taken away from thoſe 
fature evils that ( ifthey had continned longer upon 
earth, ) ſhould hayc befallen them, thus they are - 
##ken aye) from. M 
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, From Criminall evils they are Hike hwy 
Fe: throody prevented from thoſe ins; they mi 
otherwayes have fallen into; for the rig4teon art 
not altogether free from fin, white herebelow; and - 
therefore it. is taat they are delivered from thi 
which is a great grief anro'them, ever to fin againft 
thcir Father. 

2. From Poenall evils , fm thoſe miſeries and 
troubles that do befill them/in this world : 4zy 
are the «ffhift ions of therighrows , but Goll delivotrs 
them out of all : Pain,penutie,aches, fickneffe,t#c. 
and when the 7:7h eons 154aker away, heis takers away 
from alltheſe, Bur tharwhich is theprincipal mean- 
ing ofthe words, They are taken #'Wty fromthe evil of 
the place Whereint toy fivs, from the common'cala- 
mitie that is to [e1ze upon the people © therfote you | 
find in the 26. Ia. zo. where the Prophet faith - 
Come my people, enter tho. into #hy Chambers ,and ſhut 
thy doors about thee, hile thy ſelf as'it wee for a little 
moment until the tndignationbe overpaſt{' tome un- 
derſtand thoſe /##e doors and wornents., places and : 
Chambers,to be meant of thegrave, jet there God - 
hides his people, he, puts them in the grave where. 
they are quiet : when he intends'toferd 4 bluſtee- 
ing tempt, and aſtormupon theemth. - Thirs God 
prepares a Zvar for Lot when he btings 4eftrudtis 


upon Sodom, and an Ari for Noah, when he ofngs 
adcluge upon the world :- fo Godprepates i gr Prove | 

for thesi ghtcous, whenhe ren 6OVribn evil "on | 
B.-3 he - 
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the catth : but this is not alwaies ſo, for God will 
ſomtimes keep them' in the midſt 'of trouble , he 
ſets a mark upon their forehead, as inthe 9g. Ezek. 4. 
And theLord ſaid unto him, go through the midſt of the 
City, 979% the midſt of [eruſalem,and [tt a mark up- 
ou the foreheads of the men that ſigh & that cry for all 
the abominations that be done inthe midi thereof. And 
ſometimes God makes them ſharers and ſufferers in 
the evils, becauſe they have not mourned for the 
ſinnes of the z/mes and places where they live; there- 
fore God makes them partakers of the miſerie; but 
God many times takes them away from the evil to come, 
Thus Joſiah is takenaway from the evil that was to 
come upon theſews : and St. Auſtin's prayers were 
heard, God taking him away before #7ppo was ta- 
ken, whereofhe was Bp: and Luther was taken out 
ofthe world before the deſolation came that fell up- 
on Germany : thus is Gods dealing in the taking a- 
way of his ſervants, and thatupon a double account. 
I. In regard of themſelves. 
2. Inreg ard of others. 

I. In regard of themſelves: That they may not 
only not ſce, butalſo that they may not ſuffer in the 
evil that is to come: and thisis the very reaſon why 
Joſiah was cut off, that he ſhould not ſee that gene- 
ral deyaſtation, that ſhould come upon his native 
Countric , and that they may not ſee the evil, he 
hath taken them away. | 

21y, The chief account why he takes them away, 
is, that they may not keep of the evil thatis to befall 
anypcople.: forthe righteous and mercifull men are 

| | ef the 
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the Chariots & horſmen of 1/racl, that do defend the 
places where they live; the Angel told Zoz he could 
do nothing againſt the Citie until he was out of it:& 
you know what God laid to Moſes, Let me alone, &C. 
A good man(as it were,)ties Gods hands that he can- 
not bring evil upon aplace, one righteous nan may 
do more withGod by prayer,then a thouſand men by 
armes: there 1s a great prevalencie in the prayers of 
the righteous , And when God will bring evil upon 
a place , he firſt takes away the righteous, that they 
may not keep it off: as when a man will take down 
a houſe, he firſt takes away the pillars and ſupporters 
thereof: ſo when God intends to deſtroy a people, 
he remooves the pillars that ſupport them;God takes 
4Way the righteous , -as on the one hand they may 
not ſee; ſoon the other hand they may nor prevent 
the evils he intends to inflict. RT 
To wind upthis in a word ofuſe. Look on the 
one hand as there is little Cauſe for the wickedtoin- 


ſult over the righteous when they aretaken away, 


(Regoyce not over me,O mine enemy) laith the Church, 
I ſay little Cauſe have the wicked to rejoyce for the 
taking away ofthe good, becauſe it isa ſad preſageto 
the bad, The Righbreous being taken. away » if ſuch things be 
done to the green tree, what shall be done tothedry; If the 
rig hteous ſcarcely be ſaved ; where hall the withed appeare 3 
If that therighteous be taken away frem the evil to 
come, itis thatthe eyil may come upon a place: it 15 
an undeniable confequence if' God, gdeal ſeverely 
with his own : the wicked muſt exſpe& his cup.to 
be filled to the full. Iftheſe periſh for a time, _ 
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-&r ever: therefore let not thewicked triumph, and 
asthereis no reaſon why thewicked ſhould rejoyce, 
ſo no- cauſe why the friends of the righteous ſhould 
bertoo- mach troubled when they periſh by what 
haadſocver ? for all rhe righteous ſervants of God 
wheamhey/arc tobetaken away,fay to us [as Out $4- 
wiour faid-to-rhe Woman, wrep not for me,)weep not 
for us, weep for yourſelves, and as they 'are taken a- 
wap from.cvil, ſo they arcreceived unto good; they 
ar&takenfrom a Priſon-robeſeated in a Palace; they 
arethken from a Wilderneſfe to be rranſplanted mto 
a Gtden; they are taken away fromearth and earry- 
ed unto Heaven- ; no-rcaſon therfore to weep for 
them; butfor your (elves : the evil ro come cannot 
lighton them; but on-us; burletthem nor be diſre- 
gxded by us, weare not tobe ſtupid under ſuch a 
divine providence , leaſt we incurre the fin which 
the Prophethere complaines of : and'(o I come to 
theeomplaintofihe Prophetagainſt the wicked, be- 
Wailing theirobſtinacie, the righreous periſheth and 
no ttika tiyetlit to heart: :& mercifull'men are taken 
away,;none conſideting that the righteous are taken 
away fronvthe evil rocome: no man layes it toheart, 

nomanreaenfidersit; the phraſes which the Prophet 
makes ule ok} areyorpeniphatical. 

' The fixitphraſe according to the Hebrew'is , ns 
90419 Pts it upon his heart; andthelatter, no man doth 
underſtand of ſariouſtyweigh, oz dewly conſider: ſo 
thatone phraſe hath reference to the affeftions ,the 
ethev to: theJudgemenit: no mart laies it'to heart, ſo 
2006 affeQis, noman conſiders, it ſo as to under- 
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and it, and theſe two well agree together ,and the 
one infers the other: that which aman laies-tohearr, 

-hewill conſider, ifthe heart. be affeted, the under- 
ſtanding will be imployed: a man cannot but reyolve 
that which heis cutand ſtrucken with; by conſlidcr. 
ing it we layitto heart: While I Muſe the fire kindled; 
there is an affeQtion in the mind toward the abje&,, 
if it be of delight it brings joy, if fadneſs it brings (or- 
row, and theſe two phraſes are yery fruitfull expreſt 
here, 10 man lays it to heart ,no man confidersit , And 
obſerve what the \ſ{in is that the Prophet charges 
with, and complaines againſt:it wasnota fin of com- 
miſſion, no,1t wasa ſin of omiſſion, it was regle&t 
of duty: itis as horrid impicty to omit-what God 
commands us to do, which he forbids; Remember 
we do provoke God as much by omitting to do 
good, as by doing thoſe things he hath forbid. 
Many men pleaſe themſelves pharaſaically. 

When the finfull negle& of any known duty, 
'being judgement, as ſoon as the doing of a known 
ſin, 1 ay it is the not doing of our known duty 
makes us culpable, aud that ſin here-charged on +» 
us is notthe rejoycing, and triumphing when the 
| god are taken away, but the not laying itto heart 
that argues aman tobe in the depth of wickedneſs, 
to come to ſitin the ſeat ofthe (corners, to deride 
at the calamitics of the godly, and make their tears 
his drink, and their ruins his play and (port, this is 
thedepth of: wickednefſe when men. rezoyae atthe 
miſerigs and rujns. ofthe righteous, but it is nat 6Qn- 
ſiderivg , or laying to heart the miſerivs: ofthe, ſer- 
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-yat ts of God that is here onely meant, though'you 
2 - will find that a greatſin, the not laying to heart their 
being taken away.” One would think it bata a ſinall 
thing, but you willfind ita great {in,nor to lay it to - 
heart when the rightous are taken away. For 1, take : 
notice it is the periſhing ofthe righteous. Whey any 
man dies, the living will lay it to heart, faith Salomon: 
And ſhall not the living layit to heart, when not an - 
ordinary man buta good man , one ofthe Prophets 

ofGod and thoſe righteous, mercifulland eminent 

'Ones are taken away.: Shall (nch ſtars fall from the 
tirmement, and no eyes behold it ? no heart conſider 

it? Put thoſe altogether, it was the righteous that is 

periſhing: and beſides, when we conſider,it wasnot 

att ordinary but a violent death; Whea a good man 

dies naturally , the living will lay it to heart , much 

more when cut of, when he might have lived lon- 

. ger:and then co:ſiderall oportunities of doing good 
15taken away, and when not an ordinary perſon,and 

that not by an ordinary death , periſhing, and ngore 

then (o, zater away, and when this peri/h'ng and tak - 

* ing awayof the righteous was a prediftion that con- 

cerned themſelves of their ruin; their judgements, 

was athand, and ready to overtake and overthrow 

them, and they not to conſider it: & addeto this that 

this ſhall be ſo, and that there ſhould not be-a man 

to conlider it, not as if there was none at all; there 

| were ſome though,: the number be-but very ſmall 
E that did bemoan and lay this thing to heart, yet it 
; is uſuall in Scripture to expreſſe where there is but 
a few, asifthere was noncat all,asin the 53 P/4/.3. 
$ d& - 


"Te CHMorrnins 'Busu. I'y \ 
- 5 1crems. 15.Becaule there is but a very few, there- 
fore it iS exprelled as if there-were none at all: there 
was buta few zealous in regard ofthe multirude and 
generally it they did not confider that the Righreons 
periſh,ard they did not lay 1t 10: heart , the mercifull 
men are tak naWwiy from th: evil to come. | ſay theſe 
things being put rogether you w.l[fnd-it was roe 
fmali fin, and that the Prophet hath noe little rea- 
{01 to: complain, that they d:d not lay ir to heart, if 
you cooler it in refere:1ce, 
1. YVuto Gd. 
2. Vutothem. 
3. To our [clves, 

1. In ccference unto God; this was'a great work, 
and aipeciall work of Godsprovience,that he was 
plealcd to fuffer his righteous ones to p r//þ, and be 
tikcnaWay.ltisa very greatiin not to ob{erve Gods 
dealing; they are eqiiaily bad , when Gods word 
ſounds in our eares , his works appears in Our CyCs, 
and neither is regarded by us. As the Pſalmiſt com: 
plains in the 26 P/z{n. This is great impicty that 
God ſhould paſle by us in a (peciatl providence, and 
we not take notice thereof: ifnot a ſparrow fall to 
the ground without his knowledge, nor a hair of 
our hcadsfall to the ground, much lefſe our heads, 
they cannot periſh bt by a ſpeciall providence : and 
they ſhould be taken notice of, when God intends to 
take them from us}; and as it impiety agai 1ſt God, 
ſo likewiſe it is alin againſt rhem, it argues that as 
we wait picty, {o pity, as purity, ſo bowels, when 
thoſe that-are our-Fel'ow-members, 

0 Righ. 
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Rightcous ones eſpecially: nay when ina higher, 
raak then our ſelves, Miniſters or others are in mi- 
ſery , and we are not'troubled at their ſufferings , 
this argues we want much pity : they are but glaſle _ 
eyes that weep not for ſucha lofle, and it is but a 
woodden leg that is not ſenſible, what the reſt of 
tke members endures. 

And as it is a {in againſt:them , ſo likewayes it is 

an evil againſt our ſelyes, it argues a ſtupid mind , a. 
ſEcure heart, and an obdurate ſpirit that is not mo. 
ved with ſuch providentiall diſpenſations againſt us, 
eſpecially when it preſages judgement and milery to , 
comeupon a people ,and yet it ſhould not work up- 
on us. All this conſidered you will find it was a juſt 
matter of complaint, which the Prophettakes up, . 
the righteous periſh, and no man-layes it heart, &c. 

I belcech you in the fear of God, let us learn to pra- 
file the contrary, and to lay to heart the miſeries,. 
diſtrefſes, and periſhings of the ſervants of God; 
but eſpecially when they dic by. a violent death , 
the Sun daily ſhines and noe man regards it, but 
when once it is in an Eclipſe, then every-eye will 
be upon it,ncither domen mind the high mountains | 
when ſtanding, but if it chance to fall then every eye | + 
confider it, and ſhall we not take notice of the E- 
clipſes of Gods faithfull ſervants, and ſolay them to 
heart by remembring to regiſter the deeds of Gods 
faithfull ſervants. How, and when taken away, and ' 
withall bemoaning, and bewailing both the mileries 
they ſuffer, and the Calamitics we are like to ſuffer , 
by reaſon they are zaker 4Way from the evilie come, 
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and by imitating their vertucsfollowing their graces, | 
ſetting before us their exemplary lives, and treading 
in their ſteps, ſo as to prepare for dying,for ſuffering, 
in the like or any other kind, that death 'may not 
find us unprovided: and if we dolive to prepare for 
the evil to :come, judgement is at hand. Let us be 
making our peace with God by repenting of our 
own, .and the ſins of the land, that when the eyil 
comes it may not come upon us unprepared, and 
though we be takea away, we may be but taken to - 
the fruition of Glory and happinefle; and that I may 
*J * nor be guilty of this fin, F here declaime againſt it. 
I-dare-not but ſtir up my (elf and you, fadly and ye- 
riouſly ſtirup you and me tolay to heart this mer- 
Cifull man of God , this righteous man that hath : 
been lately taken from us, I hope none will envy 
his Character: if we look no further then his death, 
it was a violent death , bat as for the cauſe of his 
death it concernes not me, it muſt be: referred to - 
that great day, the day of judgement , I hope with- , 
out offence roany. here, I may look to the manner - 
of his death , the righteous are faid to be bold as a 
Lyon, and hath-hopes in his death, and what is this - 
| but the ſerene conſequence of a well led life, that 
made him meekly bold,and humbly confideat, and - 
chearful at his. diſſolution: of all a&s ofmercicsnone 
is greater then thit of forgiving enemies, which 
| that he did, witneſſe thoſe lines, thoſe excellent lines 
read at his interrment, or thoſe gracious charitable 
words, and prayers, he uttered upon the Scaffold, 
which proclaims him a gan fullofgrace.& mercy, . 
| C 3 I: 
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] want timc, and tongue to go over his Lfe; and al 
. that -knew him will. acknowledge this , that the 
whole courſe of his life was a conſtellation of graces 
and vertues, both as he was a Chriſtian ; and as he 
was a Miniſter. This righteous man is now periſhed , 
. 11:5 merciful man ts now taken away. Butl truſt nay 1 
have ſome: meaſure, of confidence he is but pe- 
riſhed from the carth , raken from us ard rem.oved 
to a better habitation , to cnyoy a ſater, an;ore Gly- 
rio0s life : and I hope though he be out of ſight, 
ycthe is not out of mind, and will not be forgotten, 
eſpecially by. you among whom he hath been a fath- 
full,and painful] Laborour, he havivg ſpent his tive, 
itrengrh,'and labour for your Souls gocd , therefore 
do youlay his death to heart. Remember how oftcn. 
y ou. have bchold him frow his ſacred Oratory 
How often you have heard him dropping, nay over- 
flowing with faithfull reproofes, tweet comforts» 
wholeſome admonitious : Remember all thoſe ſa- 
vcry inſtruCtions you have heard from him, remem- 
ber and. praQtice them , that will be the beſt way to 
|ay-to heart the Jofle of this viagilant and faithfull 
Minifter, and lay ro: heart your own barreneſfle, and 
unfruicfullneſſe that hath provoked God to deprive, 
a'\d Rob you of ſuch a Iewcll, lay itto heart, that 
you have beenno more bettered , and mended by 
thoſe ſaving Dodrines,z and not onely you, but all of 
us lay it to heart, this and all others of Gods ſer- 
vants that havebeen taken from this City, not many 
carsa go, which is a (ad perſage,that rhe ruine there- 
of is at hand, it a timely repentance and amendment 
| of 
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oflife prevent not; which is theend of our diſcourle,. - 
that ail of us may. be brought to a ſerious repen- 
1a:3Cc, as tolay to heart the periſhing and taking away - 
ef the Righteous 0:65,10 not to murmur , and repine 
at thoſe that have been the inſtruments 'of our 
loſſe, but to repent of our ſins with grief and ſorrow, - 
as the cauſe thereof by contempt of the word and - 
Sicraments; having uled all means toproyoke God - 
to take them from us. Let us for the-time to come, - 
ſo repent, that if it be poſſible Gods wrath may be 
appealed, his judgements diverted, and thoſe faith - 
full ones that are yet among us, may be continued, 


and that more faithfull mefſengers may be'ſent in- : 
to his haryct,. which God of this mercy grant, . 
AMEN. 
” FINIS.- 


